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Top Notch Removal Rated Number ONE 
In Junk RemovalWe remove all unwanted junk 

and debris from houses, garages, 
sheds, yards, commercial buildings, 

storage units, warehouses.

We also tear-down and remove 
unwanted decks, sheds, garages, pools, 
hot-tubs, sidewalks, small trees/bushes.

No job is too big or too small

Top Notch 
Removal

Call, Text, or Email for a FREE ESTIMATE

topnotchremoval@gmail.com

Niagara County 
Tribune-Sentinel

can be picked up at the
 following locations,also on 
our website wnypapers.com

LEWISTON
A+ MINI MART 890 CENTER STREET

APPLE GRANNY RESTAURANT
433 CENTER STREET

CVS PHARMACY 795 CENTER STREET

DICAMILLO’S BAKERY
545 CENTER STREET

DOLLAR GENERAL 735 CENTER STREET

EXXON/SUBWAY 820 CENTER STREET

RITE-AID 820 CENTER STREET

TOPS 906 CENTER STREET

NIAGARA FALLS

7-11 8109 NIAGARA FALLS BLVD.

DICAMILLO’S BAKERY
7927 NIAGARA FALLS BLVD. 

SUPERMARKET LIQUORS
8438 NIAGARA FALLS BLVD.

WEGMAN’S 1577 MILITARY ROAD

NORTH TONAWANDA

7-11 492 OLIVER STREET

DMV OFFICE 500 WHEATFIELD STREET

MARKET IN THE SQUARE
535 DIVISION STREET

 
NORTH TONAWANDA 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
253 SWEENEY STREET

NORTH TONAWANDA 
PUBLIC LIBRARY

505 MEADOW DRIVE

RITE-AID 343 MEADOW DRIVE

WURLITZER FAMILY PHARMACY

521 DIVISION STREET

RANSOMVILLE

CROSBY’S 2560 RANSOMVILLE ROAD

DOLLAR GENERAL
3661 RANSOMVILLE ROAD

RITE-AID 3636 RANSOMVILLE ROAD

STEVENSON HARDWARE

2535 YOUNGSTOWN-LKPT RD

SANBORN

CVS
2972 SAUNDERS SETTLEMENT ROAD 

HOOVER’S 6035 WARD ROAD

SMOKIN JOES
2293 SAUNDERS SETTLEMENT ROAD

SUBWAY
2846 SAUNDERS SETTLEMENT ROAD

WAGNER’S FARM MARKET
2672 LOCKPORT ROAD

TOWN OF NIAGARA

GOODMAN FARMS
2225 CAYUGA DRIVE EXT.

MARSH’S 7535 PACKARD ROAD

NIAGARA SAUSAGE COMPANY
5611 LOCKPORT ROAD

RITE-AID 4407 MILITARY ROAD

SAVE A LOT 2429 MILITARY ROAD

TOPS 4235 MILITARY ROAD 

WHEATFIELD

TOWN HALL 2800 CHURCH STREET

7-11  6880 PLAZA DRIVE

YOUNGSTOWN

HILL OF BEANS COFFEE SHOP
440 MAIN STREET 

RITE-AID 214 LOCKPORT STREET

SUNOCO 311 MAIN STREET

VILLAGE LAUNDRY
140 LOCKPORT STREET

YOUNGSTOWN LIBRARY
240 LOCKPORT STREET
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SHARE YOUR MESSAGE CALL US AT 716-773-7676

LEWISTON-PORTER CHURCH DIRECTORY
Lutheran Church of the Messiah

Pastor Timothy Anas

www.messiahlewiston.org
Live Streaming

Come worship with us at 9:15am

Team effort revitalizes Canal Fest of the Tonawandas
ARTICLE AND PHOTOS 
BY KAREN CARR KEEFE
Senior Contributing Writer

Teamwork brought Canal Fest 
of the Tonawandas from hiatus to 
hurrahs this past Sunday. It was 
opening day of the eight-day festi-
val with a ceremony on the Renais-
sance Bridge between its Twin Cit-
ies hosts, Tonawanda and North 
Tonawanda.

Canal Fest President Peter 
Chenier said this event was truly 
brought by back by popular de-
mand, a helping hand by state and 
local offi cials, and dogged deter-
mination of the organizers.

“Earlier in the year when we 
took the vote to put a hiatus on, to 
rebrand the event, it was a lot of 
contributing factors. It broke our 
heart,” he said. “After that went 
public and the senator and the 
governor got involved, it did reen-
ergize us. And this weekend has 
been great. The public has come 
up to us to thank us for putting the 
event back on – nonprofi ts being 
happy. It’s great. It’s worth what 
we go through.”

In March, the burden of festi-
val expenses and the dampening 
effect of COVID nearly caused 
organizers to skip 2023 and start 
rebranding for 2024. But lawmak-
ers and local offi cials stepped in 
and gave a boost that resuscitated 
the event.

Among those on hand for the 
festival opening ceremonies were 
the volunteer team of Canal Fest, 
and local offi cials including North 
Tonawanda Mayor Austin Tylec, 
members of the Common Coun-
cil, City Clerk-Treasurer Donna 
Braun, New York State Sen. Rob 
Ortt, 8th District Niagara County 
Legislator Rich Andres and repre-
sentatives of Gov. Kathy Hochul 
and Assemblyman Bill Conrad.

Tylec spoke of his enthusiasm 
for the event. 

“Both sides of the canal are ex-
cited to have Canal Fest back this 
week. Every year it seems to be a 
little bit different, but they’re going 
to be full force,” he said. “We have 
a lot to thank with the governor’s 
offi ce, Assemblyman Conrad and 
Sen. Ortt, too. There’s a ton of sup-
port coming on the state end to 
make sure that this event was pos-
sible.”

Nonprofi ts have benefi ted from 
the festival over its 39-year history 

because it affords them the op-
portunity to increase visibility in 
the community and fundraise for 
their causes. Fire companies, the 
Boys & Girls Club, the Salvation 
Army, Lions Club – all have come 
to count on the foot traffi c that can 
bring revenue to their tents along 
the canal each summer.

For many festivalgoers, it’s the 
highlight of the summer, with food, 
rides, concerts, a parade, craft and 
car shows, and a gamut of summer 
delights.

The festival opened with “The 
Star-Spangled Banner,” the 
“Pledge of Allegiance,” heartfelt 
speeches, and a bang from a cer-
emonial cannon that punctuated 
the patriotic and historic nature of 
the Erie Canal.

Grand Islander Jim Driskel said 
he has been tasked with shooting 
off the Canal Fest cannon for 25 or 
30 years. 

“It offi cially starts the Canal Fest 
when the blast goes off,” he said.

It also echoes the festivities 
when the Canal itself was opened 
in 1825 to a line of canon fi re that 
repeated along each of the original 
363 miles of the waterway between 
the Tonawandas and Albany. 

Driskel said his brother made 

the casting for the cannon.
Chenier has been involved in 

Canal Fest for almost 30 years and 
on the board of directors for 25. He 
knows the attraction of the festival 
and what works.

 “We have music on both sides 
for the fi rst time in the history of 
Canal Fest,” he said. “We brought 
back the ‘Diaper Derby’ (where 
toddlers crawl to the fi nish line) 
because people wanted it back.”

Chenier said the new ride ven-
dor, Reithoffer Shows, was brought 
on board by the Carrousel Society 
of the Niagara Frontier. 

“They’re well-known throughout 
the country, and I’m excited for 
them to come in because it’s some-

thing new and it’s going to give a 
whole new feel to the event,” he 
said.

Canal Fest closes with evening 
fi reworks on Sunday, July 23. For 
a list of events, visit www.canalfest.
org. 

Chenier summed up what of-
fi cials proclaimed in ceremonies 
on the bridge – that the festival is 
back and putting its best foot for-
ward, thanks to the efforts of lots 
of community-minded volunteers, 
and help from state and local offi -
cials.

“It’s amazing how this group 
works together as a team. There’s 
no individuals here – it’s us,” he 
said.

Food vendors draw in festivalgoers 
from the opening day through to its 
close on Sunday, July 23.

Canal Fest pageant winners on the Renaissance Bridge for opening ceremo-
nies are, from left, Zoey Zuckerman, teen princess; Kristin Blair, junior prin-
cess; Alyssa Juliano, Canal Fest co-queen; and Candice Strahin, Canal Fest 
co-queen.
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